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ACT TWO - SCENE 1

MURPHY

Sullivan, you promised me peace!

CHORUS

Another morning of wrath

morning of rage

trumpets blast and bray

but we fall back

we fall

SULLIVAN

Eastman, you promised me truce!

CHORUS

another morning of fury

morning of pain

the drums thrum and roar

but we fall back

we fall

JULIET

Romeo, you promised me love.

CHORUS

we live in a world divided in two 

two kinds of men

them and us

us and you

a world divided

wicked and holy

evil, righteous

a world divided

in two

reach us

reach us

we are falling

back

we live in a world divided in two

two kinds of men

them and us

us and you

we share a house divided

and a house divided

will fall

--------------

(FUSION headquarters.  FUSION LEADERS have gathered to confront Mayor Low (Barry - nonspeaking) and Comptroller Grout.)

FUSION LEADER 1 (Amenta)

Mayor Low, our candidate for Comptroller has been compromised.  

FUSION LEADER 2 (Olivia)

Mr. Grout first accepts our nomination and then accepts Tammany’s.  First he is with reform and then, before anybody notices his absence, he is cheek by jowl with the enemy.

FUSION LEADER 3 (Mae)

He refuses to say that he is anti-Tammany or that he will oppose Tammany in the campaign.  We might as well have nominated Tim Sullivan to our ticket.  

GROUT

This election will not be won by calling Tammany hard names nor by harping on the sins of men who were active in Tammany two years ago but now are gone.

FUSION LEADER 1 (Amenta)

No man with seeing eyes takes that view of Tammany.  

FUSION LEADER 3 (Mae)

Croker may have gone - but Sullivan is still here.  

FUSION LEADER 4 (Juliette)

You think Tammany has changed?  Look over the list of its leaders.  Do you see a humble, repentant, reformed Tammany?  If you do, your innocence is so great you’d better avoid a con game whereever it tracks you down. 

FUSION LEADER 2 (Olivia)

Mayor Low, you must replace Mr. Grout!  In this battle there can be no neutrals.

ALL FUSION LEADERS

 He that is not against Tammany is for it, 

FUSION LEADER 3 (Mae)

 - and he that is not for the city, is against it.

.............................

(Eastman house.  MARGARET is there.  MONK and two gang members arrive, heated and disturbed.)

CHICK TRICKER (Saige)

(To Margaret)  Tybalt’s dead.

MONK

She’s not dead.  She’s in hospital.

RICHIE FITZPATRICK (Ransom)

Might as well be dead.  

MONK

(To Margaret) Get the girl.  Go on.

MARGARET

(Calling)  Juliet!

MONK

Truce is broken.

MARGARET

But Sullivan..

MONK

We have to do the best we can. (JULIET enters.  To Juliet) I been patient long enough.  Paris has been patient long enough.  A week from Sunday you’ll be married.  (Gets up to leave)  

MARGARET

Monk.

MONK

I said she’ll be married and she’ll be married. 

JULIET

I can’t.

MONK

You can and you will.  (To Margaret) Take her away.

JULIET

(As Margaret begins to lead her off)  What has happened?  Please tell me what has happened!

RICHIE FITZPATRICK (Ransom)

That whoreson Romeo killed Tybalt.

CHICK TRICKER (Saige)

Tybalt, the fool,  went for him with a knife.  She killed his woman but Romeo ran.  

MONK

He won’t run far enough.  (MONK exits with gang members, JULIET exits with MARGARET)
-------------------- 

(SULLIVAN and BENVOLIO meeting with KELLY, MONK at Sullivan headquarters.  Kelly and Eastman each have a lieutenant (Amenta/5P, Ransom/EM) with them that stands silently by.)

SULLIVAN

You have broken your word and made me look a sap.  

KELLY

The Eastman woman started it.

MONK

Your boy killing Abie started it.

SULLIVAN

Shut up.  I am sick of your feud.  Your freedom to operate is suspended.  No Tammany lawyer will get you out of jail.  No police officer will accept your bribes.  You will be raided and harassed until your businesses fail. 

MONK

Sullivan.

KELLY

You’ll only hurt yourself.  You got a stake here, too.

SULLIVAN

You want Seth Low as mayor again?  How many times do I have to teach you what you ought to already know!

MONK

It’s the boys. They’re charged up. 

KELLY

Mine, too.

SULLIVAN

You telling me you’ve lost control?

MONK

No.  

KELLY

There’s been heavy provocation.  Honor’s at stake.

SULLIVAN

Honor.

KELLY

What else does a kid from the East Side have?  What else, Sullivan?  They’re young.  They want their self respect and that don’t come by standing idle while Eastmans tramp our territory.  

BENVOLIO

(To Sulivan)  Time.

SULLIVAN

I got to go meet with Murphy - smooth down all the feathers your boys ruffled.  Don’t think this is over.  You come back here tomorrow.  And in the meantime, keep your boys under control or I’ll make it hurt like its never hurt before.  (Exits w Benvolio; rest exit after Sullivan’s exit) 

BENVOLIO

(As he exits with Sullivan for street)  Self respect.  Hoodlums.  They’d brawl to the death just to prove they’re a man.

SULLIVAN

Be kinder, Benvolio.  They pick that fight cause it’s the only one they got a chance of winning. 

ACT TWO - SCENE 2

(Juliet alone in the Eastman house.)

JULIET

A woman dead and I grieve.  Tybalt dying and I weep.  But Romeo gone.  Romeo gone.

Across an ocean

out of the old world

 out from the old ways

away from the old dreams

which were burnt to the ground

in the blackened fields

out of the old world I came

to America

which is where hope lives

they told me

where hope lives

America

with an empty heart, I watched us sail

I came to America

which is where hope lives

I crossed the ocean 

for a strange new world of too many dreams

crowded together, crowded so tight

they lose their breath

dreams suffocate 

from the ash covered windows 

they flutter and fall to the streets

America

that is where hope lives

they told me

that is where hope lives

America

America

From across the ocean I came

no hope came to meet me at the dock 

no hope stood by me in the press of the crowd

and each morning I rise only to sink

America

He is my America

my new world

my final shore, my final hope 

 dreams cling to him

his breath is warm with spring

America

he is my America

and for love of him

I will cross all oceans

............................

(A rally for Tammany candidate McClellan in the streets.  MURPHY and MCCLELLAN (Lila) are both on platform to address the crowd. Crowd:  Nick, Juliette, Lily F., Amenta, Olivia, Lily A., Barry, India, Erin, Tori, Steven)

CROWD

McClellan!

MCCLELLAN

If I am elected Mayor, I will be answerable to no man, to no group of men, but to the whole people of New York.  (CROWD cheers.)

MURPHY

Many voters cry for non-partisanship in politics.  But consider.  Public officials who belong to one of the two great parties are held accountable to the people because of their party.  

MCCLELLAN

Abolish the party system and the result will be that a nonpartisan movement will either fall into the hands of a single strong man - a man uncontrolled by any obligation to the people through his party - or else it will be absorbed entirely into one of the existing parties.  Truly, in this country, nonpartisanship is impossible.  (Cheers)

MURPHY

The facts of our own time give proof.  No sooner was our current Mayor installed, but power and control of the city’s government rapidly shifted to the party to which the majority of Fusion leaders belong.  Our city’s government has become the absolute chattel of the Republican machine.  (Boos.)  Fusion’s nonpartisanship is a shell game --  a trick -- a widespread effort to disguise the truth.  (Cheers.)
MCCLELLAN

As proof of their ‘nonpartisan’ hypocrisy, they have repudiated their own candidate for Comptroller.  Why?  

MURPHY

Because Mr. Grout committed the unpardonable sin, in Republican eyes, of actually believing in nonpartisanship by accepting the Democratic - the Tammany - nomination.  (Yells, boos, cheers.)

--------------

(Eastman headquarters.  MONK is pacing, frustrated with three of his gang members)

MONK

How can he still be loose?  (Silence.)  Answer me!

KID TWIST (Mae)

We been tracking all of Kelly’s guys, all their hangouts - he don’t show.  

RITCHIE FITZPATRICK (Ransom)

I aint sure he ever was a real Five Pointer.   He don’t act like one of them.

MONK

How do you know what he acts like?  You can’t find him.

CHICK TRICKER (Saige)

He’s too ordinary, boss. 

MONK

Ordinary?  He’s changed the whole game!  Ordinary?!

CHICK TRICKER (Saige)

I mean you can’t tell from the outside what he’s got inside.  He don’t stand out.  He don’t look different.  Young guys like him - they pour off the boats every day.  (MONK exits, followed by Eastmans, as song begins.)

------

BOYS OF THE CITY

(sung by Rosalind and girls)

The boys of this city come of age

too quickly

Deep inside

children hide

in the bodies of men

The boys of this city

Learn too fast

Know too much

Are expelled from the garden 

too soon

Life’s  serpents

feed children the apple

Life’s serpents 

feed children the apple

before they have teeth

Deep inside

children hide

in the bodies of men

The boys of this city come of age 

too quickly

SCENE 3

(SULLIVAN headquarters again with SULLIVAN, BENVOLIO, MONK, KELLY.  Two lieutenants (Amenta/5P, Mae/EM, stand by)  

SULLIVAN

Honor.  You say there will be no peace until honor is satisfied.  Nothing else will move you.  Not profits.  Not self interest....

MONK

A man has his pride, Sullivan.

SULLIVAN

And truce is a blow to your pride?  Sharing the Bowery is a stain on your honor?  

KELLY

You can’t share with Eastmans.  They can’t be trusted.  

SULLIVAN

So honor demands that your men fight, feud, and kill until one of you is thoroughly defeated.   Compromise is dishonorable.  Peace is dishonorable.  Well, as you are so refined and sensitive, Tammany will give you the chance to settle your differences like gentlemen.  You will duel.

BENVOLIO

Election night, after the voting, each of you brings fifty unarmed men to a barn in the Bronx.   There we host a prize fight between you.  Winner takes the Bowery.  

KELLY

Ridiculous.

SULLIVAN

No.  You once boxed professionally and Eastman here broke heads for years as a saloon bouncer.   You’re well paired.  And I’m sure your men would relish a match between you.    

EASTMAN

If we refuse?

SULLIVAN

Don’t.  This is your last chance with Tammany.  More important, this is your last chance with me.  You are less necessary than you think.  

KELLY

Sullivan...

SULLIVAN

Do you accept?  (Silence.)  Do you accept? (Kelly and Eastman nod.) Then shake hands and get out.  (They shake.  Kelly and his seconds exit.)

MONK

Sullivan.

SULLIVAN

I have no patience left, Eastman.

MONK

This is personal.  I didn’t want to speak with Kelly here.   My wife wants you to know how proud we are our families will soon be joined.  

SULLIVAN

(Unable to follow him)  I’m sorry...

MONK

Your nephew Paris’s wedding to my ward.  He’s a fine fellow.  Couldn’t ask for someone better.  It’ll be a great day.

SULLIVAN

A great day indeed.  My regards to your wife.

................

(JEROME (LILY A.), a FUSION Leader campaigning)

JEROME

Though the last election when we chucked Tammany out of City Hall was important -- more important than men have words to say --  this one transcends it many fold. 

 Because what does it mean to go to defeat this time?  

It means that when you have once had a clean and true government - however many mistakes have been made - when you have once had what you demanded and voted for, that there was not enough energy and love of the good left in you to come true again.

I am troubled to perceive a lack of earnest effort -- an apathy that is not right.  

Don’t let us deceive ourselves.  This is no walkover.  

......................

ROMEO

I stood in the shadows 

below her window

until she spoke my name

And to the shadows I am banished 

‘til she speaks my name again

Juliet

Juliet

What is Romeo now?  

He is nothing

A name, no more

and what’s in a name?

I stood in the shadows below her window

until she spoke my name

And to the shadows I am banished 

‘til she speaks my name again

-------------------------------------

(SULLIVAN’s offices, later.)

PARIS

I’m sorry that the news was a surprise.  The date was just set.  I hope you will come.

SULLIVAN

Break it off.

PARIS

No.

SULLIVAN

You are being used.  Eastman is using you to get to me.  Break it off.

PARIS

I love her.

SULLIVAN

She is Eastman’s ward.

PARIS

And I’m going to get her away from him.  From that house.  From all that he corrupts.

SULLIVAN

If you marry her, I will end the connection between us.  I am a U.S. Senator.  I will not be tied to a man like Monk Eastman.

PARIS

You do business with him.  You protect him.

SULLIVAN

This is family!  

PARIS

Once we are married, I’ll break all bonds between my wife and Eastman.  But the only way to get her away from him is to marry her.  I will not turn back.  (Exits) 
.....................

(On the campaign trail. )

EDITOR (Juliette) 

Two years ago, Tammany was left battered, ruined, sunken in defeat.  A new age seemed at hand.  But we rejoiced too soon because the Tiger prowls again.  

HONEST BUSINESSMAN (Nick)

The other day they told me that all the old faces had reappeared in the Allen Street Red Light District .. that down there they were all getting ready for a ‘wide open town’ when Tammany comes back.

-----------------------

(At the Eastman house)

MARGARET

This is the best thing for you.  You’ll be away from here.  And safe.  

JULIET

Please, Margaret.

MARGARET

You want too much.  Don’t you understand?  You want too much.

---------------------

SCENE 4

(On the street.  BENVOLIO attempts to pass by ROSALIND without her noticing, but she sees him and calls out.  Reluctantly, he joins her.)

ROSALIND

Benvolio!  Benvolio!  You almost walked right by me.  (lowering her voice) I’ve heard nothing of Romeo.  Is he safe?

BENVOLIO

I don’t know where he is.

ROSALIND

I find that hard to believe.  Has he left the city?  Do you think he’s left the city? 

BENVOLIO

I don’t know.  

ROSALIND

Could you find out and send me word?  

BENVOLIO

No.  

ROSALIND

But..

BENVOLIO

Sullivan was wrong to ever involve you.  Stay with what you know.  You muddy the waters.  (He turns to go.)
ROSALIND 

Benvolio. (She stops him.)

BENVOLIO

(Losing his patience)  You want the best for Romeo?  Then let him vanish.  Let him die from your thoughts, from your memory.  He has no place in this world, Rosalind.  Let him go.  You can only hurt him now.   

ROSALIND

We’ve been friends.  I don’t deserve this from you.

BENVOLIO

Go home.  Go back uptown.  Why do you stay here?  Look around you.  Why do you stay? (Exits)
ROSALIND

(To herself) I don’t know.  I don’t know.  Because I looked for the heart of life and here is where it’s led me.

(Song is sung by ROSALIND, ROMEO, and JULIET, each in their separate space) 

BEAUTY IS BORN IN THE BREAKING

Here there are no conquerors

And pride has been laid low

Here the strong have learned to weep

those once whole have felt the blow

but beauty is born in the breaking

beauty is born in the breaking

give way

give way

let love have sway

tender and broken

fragile and lost

here amidst the fallen

amidst sickness, amidst sorrow

here where all seems darkest

the heart of love abides

Here there are no heroes,

no glory,

no triumphant spoils of war

Here our hearts have learned to weep

and battered, hurt, we cry ‘no more.’

but beauty is born in the breaking

beauty is born in the breaking

give way

give way

all those who would love

must pass this way

........................

SCENE 5

(Fusion headquarters.  FUSION LEADER (Michela) addresses the rest of the FUSION party (Juliette, Lily F., Amenta, Nick, Olivia, Mae, Lily A..)

FUSION LEADER (Michela)

We need leadership.  We want to follow someone we feel is a true leader and we won’t follow any other.  

When good principles are embodied in a man whom the people love and respect, a man who rings true, they will follow where he leads.  

Do you believe Tim Sullivan came to power only through the use of money?  He has power because he, and others like him, bad men though they were, were strong and true as leaders, because they didn’t lead a double political life but were enthusiastic and hearty, warm to their friends and bitter to their enemies.  

We have got to have strength of leadership and if it isn’t the leadership of educated men, it will be the leadership of Tim Sullivan.

------------------------

KID DROPPER (Amenta)

I’ll fight this fight for you, Boss.

GOLDIE CORA (Olivia)

That’s a good idea, Boss.  Eastman is a monster.  It ain’t a fair shake.

KELLY

No.

LOUIE THE LUMP (Lily F.)

Sullivan’s setting us up.

KELLY

You doubt me?

JOHNNY SPANISH (Juliette)

Of course not - in a fair fight.  But when one guy’s got the weight..

KELLY

Weight.  You think I would go into that ring if I couldn’t win?    I’ve fought before, I know what it takes, and I’m not afraid of the Monk.  You look at Eastman and see what he shows you - but to pick a winner, you gotta see a lot more than that.  

---------------------------

(Hospital.  TYBALT lies unconscious, breathing slowly.  MARGARET sits by her.)

MARGARET 

Tybalt.  They say maybe you can hear me.  Oh, Tybalt.  You lived too much, didn’t you?  Today, I was on Delancey and I heard about how there’s some charities organizing trains to go West.  Did you know about them?  They say you can have a new life out there.  Out West.  And they need women.  They say America’s better out there.  More like what we thought it would be.  (Pause)  How old were you when you came in the ships?  I was such a little girl.  (Pause)  Life ain’t what you expect, is it?  But we can always make a choice, Tybalt.  We can still choose.  We could go West.  

A GREEN WOOD

There’s always a new world 

when the old worlds forsake us

A distant shore when bridges burn behind

A farther field, a brighter day, 

a green wood, 

a new wind 

to blow the memory of our troubled past away

There’s always a new world when the old worlds are lost

A rising sun to end the longest night

A farther field, a brighter day, 

a green wood, 

a new wind 

to blow the memory of our troubled past away

--------------

(Settlement House.  Two young nurses (LILY F., Lila) accompany Juliet and Rosalind back from visiting the sick.  Rosalind walks ahead, Juliet becomes dizzy and starts to faint, leaning on Helen.)

HELEN

Ah.. help.  Some help.

ROSALIND

Sit her down.  (Helen and Rosalind steady Juliet.  To the other nurse (Lila))  Get me some water.  (Other nurse exits)  Juliet?  Juliet?

JULIET

I’m sorry.

ROSALIND

You’re feverish.  We need to get you to bed.

JULIET

No. I’m fine.  Please..

ROSALIND

You know you’re ill.  You must have known for days.  Why in the world did you come out with us?  (Other nurse returns to water.  Taking water, Rosalind addresses nurse.)  Get the doctor back.  

....................

(Eastman house.)

MARGARET

She’s in hospital.

MONK

She’s faking.

MARGARET

She’s not faking, Monk.  Scarlet fever.  I spoke to the nurses.  She’s very ill.

MONK

She’s trying to avoid the marriage.  Don’t tell me otherwise, Margaret.  I’m not stupid.  You inform her from me that the wedding will take place no matter if she’s on her deathbed.  I’m not stupid, Margaret.

------------------

SCENE 6

(Reporters shout to the audience; begin to track the campaign.)

REPORTER 1(Juliette) 

Comptroller Grout, one of the most popular men in city government, has been expelled from the Fusion Party.  Why?  For accepting the Tammany endorsement.  

REPORTER 2 (Amenta)

Insiders say Grout was so pleased at being the choice of both parties, he would no longer attack Tammany.  Republicans in Fusion are furious.  

REPORTER 3 (Nick)

Grout has lost the good will of all decent men.  Flattered by Tammany - he is willing to put aside all better principles.  Grout is a victim to his own vanity, a dupe for the unscrupulous devices of the political gang he once denounced.

REPORTER 4 (Mae)

Mr. Grout!  Mr. Grout!  An interview, Mr. Grout!

GROUT

No, gentlemen.  No.  

REPORTERS 1 & 2 (Juliette, Amenta)

Mr. Grout!  

REPORTERS 4 & 5 (Mae, Olivia)

Mr. Grout!  

(MURPHY appears and watches silently from sidelines)

REPORTER 3 (Nick)

Your former friends call you a traitor.

REPORTER 1 (Juliette)

A turncoat.

REPORTER 2 (Amenta)

What do you say to them?  

REPORTER 4 (Mae) 

How do you defend yourself?

REPORTER 5 (Olivia)

Mr. Grout, who will get your vote for Mayor?  

GROUT

I will answer that question.  Three weeks ago I would have said I would vote for Seth Low for Mayor.   But events of the past two weeks have proved that the Republican Party has gained complete control over Fusion.   This contest is thus resolved into a contest of Republicans and Democrats ranged one against another.  In such a contest, I, a Democrat all my life, must necessarily be a Democrat. 

(Takes a big breath)  Between Mayor Low and the clean cut and manly candidate of the party which has done so much for the public good there is no choice.  With all my will and effort, I shall support George B. McClellan for Mayor of New York.

(Cheers.  MURPHY smiles, broadly.  Triumphant music plays.)

---------------------

(Hospital.  Juliet is in bed.  She wakes but is very weak.  ROSALIND is attending her.)

JULIET

Rosalind.

ROSALIND

(In a cheerful bedside manner)  Surprised?  Yes.  Well.  I got permission to be your nurse.

JULIET

Why?

ROSALIND

Probably because I feel so terrible.  These past weeks, I’ve been so distracted.  You were in my care and I marched you from tenement to tenement, from sick room to sick room, and never even noticed.  They say the worst of charity workers is that they’ll break their hearts over strangers, but can be blind to those beside them.  

JULIET

That’s not you.

ROSALIND

It is.  I’m afraid it is.  So I will now be your nurse and get you better.

JULIET

What do I have?

ROSALIND

Scarlet fever.

JULIET

Oh.  I thought so.  Then I won’t get better.

ROSALIND

Not true.  I will get you better.  Now - could you manage something to eat?  I can go down to the kitchen and...

JULIET

Rosalind.  Rosalind, I want your help.

ROSALIND

That’s why I’m here.  I’m your nurse.  Tell me.

JULIET

Romeo.  (Rosalind doesn’t speak or move.)  Romeo.

ROSALIND

(slowly)  What about Romeo?

JULIET

Find him.

ROSALIND

No.  (after a pause)  Why?  Why?

JULIET

I love him.  

ROSALIND

No.

JULIET

I’m his wife.  

ROSALIND

His wife?  You and Romeo?  You’re married.  Really married?  And Paris?  Paris?  Oh, this is a mess.  Don’t you know what Romeo is?  

JULIET

I know everything he is.

ROSALIND

What possessed you?  What possessed you both?

JULIET

He needs me, Rosalind.  Find him.

ROSALIND

You’re Monk Eastman’s ward.  It’s impossible.  You’re Monk Eastman’s ward.  Does anyone else know? 

JULIET

No.  You.  Only you.  Find him.

-----------------

SCENE 7

(SULLIVAN’S offices.  ROSALIND enters and encounters PARIS.)

PARIS

This is a surprise.

ROSALIND

I’ve come to see your uncle.

PARIS

You’ve been nursing Juliet.  I heard.  I am at the hospital most nights.  They won’t let me see her so I stay outside in the hall.  You don’t have to look like that.  There’s a bench.   (with a smile) It may be a hard bed but I’ve learned how to sleep on it. 

ROSALIND

Paris....

PARIS

(Interrupting before she can continue; fiercely)  It’s where I want to be.  You understand?  It’s where I want to be.  (Moves to announce her before she can say more.)  Senator, you have a visitor.  (Paris exits, Rosalind is left with SULLIVAN.)

SULLIVAN

I haven’t seen you since..

ROSALIND

The night of the dance.  Your truce.  

SULLIVAN

You blamed me for many things that night.  But before that, I think you liked me.  I know I liked you.  

ROSALIND

I have a favor to ask.

SULLIVAN

I see.   That’s why you’re here.  As I remember, you were once above asking for favors.

ROSALIND

Life has humbled me.  Are you pleased?   

SULLIVAN

Tell me what you want.  I will do my best for you.

ROSALIND

I need to find Romeo.  

SULLIVAN

What an elusive young man he is.  So many people want Romeo --- though it’s not clear to me exactly why.  That boy is a danger to us all.  He is a danger to himself.  Why do you want him?  You turned your back on him.  

ROSALIND

I couldn’t help him.  You know that.

SULLIVAN

Yes.  I’m not being very fair to you.  Perhaps because the loss of your good opinion still stings.  Why do you want him?

ROSALIND

I can’t say.

SULLIVAN

You didn’t used to be secretive.

ROSALIND

It’s not my secret.  Can you find him?

SULLIVAN

Probably.  But why not let him go?  He’s disappeared and taken all his uncomfortable passions with him.  Why not let him fade away? Better for everyone.

ROSALIND

I would.  

SULLIVAN

(Looking at her)  I have a talent for keeping secrets.

ROSALIND

He has a wife.  She’s in hospital.  She may be dying. 

SULLIVAN

I thought he loved you.  

ROSALIND

He did, I think.  But things change.  It hardly matters.  His wife is Eastman’s ward.  

SULLIVAN

Eastman’s ward?  Then we must be very careful.   I will find him, Rosalind.  I will give him your message.  But more than that...

ROSALIND

I haven’t asked for more. 

-----------------------

(BENVOLIO’s rooms.  BENVOLIO arrives to find ROMEO there.)

BENVOLIO

Get away from the window.  You look terrible.  Where have you been?  I’ve been looking for you for days.  Did you leave the city? 

ROMEO

I can’t stay away.  

BENVOLIO

Your wife.

ROMEO

You know?  How do you know?  Does Eastman know?

BENVOLIO

Eastman?

ROMEO

Has he done something to her?  What has he done?  Is she safe?

BENVOLIO

Eastman?  What does she have to do with Eastman?  Tell me.  What does she have to do with Eastman?  (Realizing that Romeo has married an Eastman.)  When did you meet her?  At the truce?  That night - at the dance?  (ROMEO nods)  When did you marry her?

ROMEO

The next day.

BENVOLIO

I need to talk to Sullivan.  

ROMEO

No.  Take me to her.  Where is she?

BENVOLIO

Slow down.  She’s in hospital.  Scarlet fever.  

ROMEO

(After a pause, to himself, as though something has just become clear.)  So.

BENVOLIO

Rosalind is nursing her.  She’s got good care. (ROMEO starts to exit, BENVOLIO stops him.)  I will take you, but we have to wait for later.   Listen.  If you go out now, you’ll put her in danger.  You’re a hunted man.  It’s not safe. 

ROMEO

I need a gun, Benvolio.  

BENVOLIO

Why?

ROMEO

Do you have one?

BENVOLIO

I have one, but I can’t give it to you.

ROMEO

Why not?

BENVOLIO

Well, to start with, it’s against the law.  

ROMEO

I will give you money.  I will give you all my money.

BENVOLIO

No.  You’ll be safe if you just stay here and wait for me.   Look, I will help you.  Sullivan will help you.  But I need to tell him.   It’s election night.  The streets will be packed.  We need to wait a little.  Sullivan’s at Tammany Hall.  I’ll be back very, very soon.  Then we’ll find a way to get you to her, okay?  And talk about what comes after.  Just stay here.  Will you stay?  (ROMEO nods.)  Okay.  Good.  Good.  (About to leave, he pauses)  If you need it, the gun’s in the cupboard by the wall.  But you’ll be safe.  Just don’t move.  And wait for me.

.............

SCENE 8

(Night.  Barn in the Bronx.  KELLY and MONK are preparing to fight.  Their men surround them - ALL ON STAGE)

REFEREE (Nick)

This will be a fair fight.  All here are bound by the rules.  

KELLY

Where’s Sullivan?

REFEREE (Nick)

It’s Election Night, ain’t it?  He has business at Tammany Hall.  I’m his representative.  Are your men ready?

KELLY

(To his men)  Five Pointers.  You will not bring shame on us today.  You will not interfere with this fight and you will accept the outcome, whichever way it goes.  

MONK

The same goes for my men.  The rules are understood and no one will humiliate Monk Eastman by breaking them.

REFEREE (Nick)

For the Bowery, then.  A fight to the end. 

(MUSIC begins; the BOXING MATCH continues throughout the scene, like a macabre dance, at times alternating with action in HOSPITAL;  at times, freezing, then coming to life again.  Throughout it all, music continues and the CHORUS occasionally sings. )

CHORUS

Where there is hatred, let me sow love

(ROMEO arrives at hospital. As he heads for JULIET’S room, PARIS blocks hs way.)  

PARIS

You won’t go in there.

CHORUS

Where there is injury, pardon

ROMEO

Get out of my way. 

PARIS 

No.  I know who you are.  You will not disturb her. 

CHORUS

Where there is doubt, faith

ROMEO

Please.  Get out of my way.  I will not hurt her.  

PARIS

You’ve hurt her already.

ROMEO

Get out of my way.  

CHORUS

Where despair, hope

ROMEO
I don’t want to hurt you.  I don’t want to hurt anyone.  Get out of my way!

PARIS

No.

(ROMEO pulls gun, shoots PARIS, breaks in to reach JULIET)

CHORUS

Where there is darkness, light

Where there is sadness, joy

ROMEO

Juliet?  Juliet.  My own.  Does she breathe?  No.  No.  Juliet.  My heart is lighter now.   (He shoots himself; Juliet stirs.)
ROSALIND

(entering, sees PARIS then ROMEO; Softly, to herself, as she moves toward them)  No.  No.  Oh, God, no.

JULIET

(Stirring)  Rosalind?

ROSALIND

Juliet, do not move.  Stay where you are.  Do not move.  I will be back.  Help is coming.      Help is coming.  Do not move.  (ROSALIND exits)

CHORUS

Where there is darkness, light

Where there is sadness, joy

JULIET

(Beginning to wake.  Sees ROMEO by her bed, on the floor)  Romeo? Romeo.  (Pulls herself out of bed.  Weakly, she manages, to maneuver herself to ROMEO’s body.)  Leave me here alone?  No.  No.  You cannot be so cruel.  (She cradles him close.)  You are still warm.  (She takes his gun up, sees it is still loaded.)  Oh, kind heaven.  (She shoots herself.)
CHORUS

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace

(KELLY and MONK, both reeling and exhausted, grab hold of each other, but sink down to their knees.  They are both collapsing and finally go down.  As they get close to the ground, ROSALIND enters the hospital scene and runs over to JULIET to hold her.  BENVOLIO appears on stage, watching ROSALIND, then slowly moves towards her.  REFERREE, who has been kneeling to look at KELLY and MONK, stands, looks at crowd and shakes his head.   Crowd begins shouting.  Scene changes to streets outside Tammany Hall headquarters.)

CROWD

MC CLELLAN!!!

MURPHY

Gentlemen, our next Mayor!

(Crowd cheers as MCCLELLAN steps to platform)

REPORTER 1 (Juliette)

Mr. Murphy!  A Tammany Landslide!  

REPORTER 2 (Lily F.)

Any comments, Mr. Murphy?

MURPHY

The returns speak for themselves.  (Turns away, then tuns back, smiling)  Oh, they say a person by the name of Devery was in the field?  Is that so? (Cheers)

MCCLELLAN

I am deeply grateful to my fellow citizens for their confidence in me. (Cheers)  
(Fusion Leaders speaking to Reporters as rest of crowd listens to McClellan)

FUSION LEADER 1 (Amenta)

I don’t understand it and I don’t pretend to.

FUSION LEADER 2 (Olivia)

It is the greatest surprise in the history of municipal elections. The results overwhelm me.  (Cheers)

FUSION LEADER 3 (Mae)

It seems that two years have caused the people to forget what Tammany was, is, and ever will be.

 GROUT

(To Crowd, beside McClellan)  Once party lines were drawn, I never had a moment’s doubt.   (Cheers)

FUSION LEADER 4 (Lily A.)

The electorate of the city, deliberately, with careful preparation, forethought, and full knowledge of what its decision involves has brought Tammany back.

MCCLELLAN

I have no feeling of bitterness to anyone.  I look forward to fulfilling all the promises of my campaign.  (Wild cheers and freeze.)

(ROSALIND steps into scene and walks to SULLIVAN who has been watching from sidelines.  Company of actors now turn and silently watch scene from perimeter.)

ROSALIND

Paris is dead.  Your nephew is dead.  Romeo and Juliet are dead.

BENVOLIO

Mercutio.

MARGARET

Tybalt.

ROSALIND

All around us, the young die.

SULLIVAN

I grieve for them.

ROSALIND

You must change this world.  You must. 

SULLIVAN

I wish I could.

ROSALIND

No.  You don’t.  You gave up long ago.  You have great power, great influence, maybe more than anyone in this city, but you do nothing.  The young die all around us but you do nothing.

SULLIVAN

What would you have me do?  I can’t even secure a fragile truce.  I can’t stop one young man from his own doom.  My power is an illusion.

ROSALIND

You are shaping our time.  You lead and men follow.  But to where?  Everything they say about you is true.  You are corrupt and kind, avaricious and big hearted.  I don’t understand your contradictions.  You can’t be trusted.  Yet even I am drawn to you.  But where do you lead?  Here in the place you came from, decade after decade, men, women and children stagger and fall under the burdens of poverty, despair, sickness, and violence.  The evils of the world run rampant.  You know the truth of this, you know it in your bones, yet since you’ve come to power, there’s is no change.  

SULLIVAN

I am not a leader.  I am a Tammany man.  Tammany made me.

ROSALIND

You could remake Tammany.  

SULLIVAN

Rosalind, I am nothing.  I am only a reflection of the will of the people.  The will of the people is everything.  You understand?  Tonight voters, hundreds of thousands of voters, brought Tammany back.  By a landslide.  They do not want your change.  They do not want your reform. 

ROSALIND

They don’t know..

SULLIVAN

They do know.  They had two years of reform and they didn’t like it.  Two years of nonpartisan politics - two years of clean living - two years of compromise - and they tossed it into the harbor.  They want to drink on a Sunday, gamble on a Saturday night.  They want men  - not the best, most honorable, most educated men, but every day men, men who are flawed, men like themselves to rule the city.  They want to fight, take sides, live today and forget tomorrow.  And they want all of this much more -- much much more -- than they want your change.

ROSALIND

Appeal to their better nature.

SULLIVAN

What better nature?

ROSALIND

What broke you?  What made you so cynical?

SULLIVAN

I’ve always been this way.

ROSALIND

No.  You were not born to this.  No child is.

SULLIVAN

Then life broke me, Rosalind.  Just like life breaks all of us.  Just like it’s broken you.

ROSALIND

I don’t deny it.  I’m not the child I was.  We grow and life teaches us defeat, sorrow, loss.  The young die all around us and we break in ways that can’t be mended.   But it’s after the breaking, when dreams are dead, when we look upon the devastation of our most beloved illusions... that’s when our choices matter.   What have you chosen? 

SULLIVAN

To make the best of what is.  And you?

ROSALIND

To make what is - better.

SULLIVAN

Goodbye, Rosalind.  I like you.  I always have.

ROSALIND

Will you help me?  

SULLIVAN

Perhaps.  Perhaps not.

ROSALIND

I will fight you if I must.

SULLIVAN

Then I must learn to love my enemy.  (Exits)  (ROSALIND exits)

(Full remaining company of actors turns and sings to the audience.)

FROM THIS DAY FORWARD (Reprise)

From this day forward

Entreat me not to leave you

Where you go I will go

and where you stay I will stay

Your people will be my people

and your God will be my God

From this day forward

Where you go I will go

and where you stay I will stay

(End)
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